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  . . 6472Red Pepper Media Red Pepper Media is an American publishing company focused on multiculturalism and minority
rights. It was founded in 1994 as a nonprofit media company based in Berkeley, California, by Daniel Berrigan, a Pulitzer Prize-

winning peace activist. Origins Red Pepper began publishing in January 1994 when Daniel Berrigan moved from New York
City to Berkeley, California. Berrigan, who had worked as a reporter for the New York Daily News before being imprisoned for

"conspiracy to obstruct justice in Vietnam", wrote an essay for the new newspaper The Berkeley Patriot, "Why I Am a
Catholic," in which he argued that "Pope Pius XII did not show himself to be a Nazi supporter," and that "the sanctity of life is
as much a part of Catholic theology as the resurrection of the dead. " When Red Pepper published the piece, it was among the

first to publish a Catholic perspective on abortion. Red Pepper's founder was Daniel Berrigan, a Catholic who was a preeminent
anti-war activist in the 1960s. Berrigan was sentenced to five years in prison in 1973 for burning draft cards. Berrigan taught law

at Boston College in the early 1970s. In 1978 he left the Catholic Church, stating he had left the church in order to become a
"peace activist". Originally the paper was to be called The Berkeley Patriot, but was bought by the Jewish Community News
Council. When he left the Council, Berrigan put out a call for subscribers who wanted to start their own paper. About 100 of

those subscribers came from the University of California at Berkeley, where there was a longstanding controversy between the
local Catholic and Jewish communities. Berrigan named the paper Red Pepper in part because of the anti-racist editorial

practices of The Berkeley Barb, a weekly newspaper run by its African-American founder, Donald Gaines, and to express
Berrigan's opposition to the use of napalm in Vietnam. The paper, which could not be purchased for 15 years, remained

independent for its first five years. The paper switched from its original black and white format to color in 1996. In 1998, Red
Pepper accepted a $20,000 donation from Liberty Mutual Insurance to pay for the printing of the paper. When the paper was
published on a biweekly schedule, this raised concerns that it would be too expensive to publish, but the paper continued to

survive. It moved to a monthly schedule in 2006. 82157476af
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